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CALVARY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
MINUTES OF VESTRY MEETING 
April 9. 2019 
 
 
The April meeting was called to order by Sr. Warden Amber Zentis at 6:33 PM.  
 The vestry said an opening prayer for the parish. 
 
Vestry Members Present: Betty Best, Eric Cain, Angela Cooley, Roy Haley, Jim Kidda, Frank 
Lemkowitz, Oscar Lozano, Missy Marek, David Taylor, Bob Watts, Don Whitehead and Amber 
Zentis. 
 
Also Present: Fr Paul Wehner, Rev. Lecia Brannon. 
 
Vestry Members Absent: All were present.  
 
Oscar Lozano led the vestry in a devotional on forgiveness.  
 
The vestry photograph was taken. 
 
Rev. Lecia led a discussion on Dr. Christine Pohl’s book, Living Into Community: Cultivating 
Practices that Sustain Us, chapters 1 and 2, on gratitude. 
 
Review of March 2019 Meeting Minutes 
The minutes of the March meeting were reviewed for accuracy and approved, following a 
motion to approve by Missy Marek which was seconded by Roy Haley. 
 
Finance Committee Report 

* March had five Sundays, which was a factor in both pledge and plate offerings exceeding 
budgeted amount.   

* Insurance expenses show $0.00 because they are quarterly expenses which have not come 
due yet. 

* Office expenses of telephone, monitoring/ tech services and internet have not been billed yet, 
so will likely show as double billing in May.  

* Vestry and Stewardship: Vestry retreat has been paid off.  

* Bank fees show a reduction from last month, possibly from an increase in bank fees paid by 
pledgers. 

* Laundry Love appears to exceed budget, but receives designated offerings to support 
expenses, so in fact it never exceeds budget. 

* Kitchen supplies have not been recently purchased, which may reflect in next month’s budget. 

* Pastoral Care Team expenses are over monthly budget but within annual budget due to the 
Walking the Mourners’ Path classes and healing service. 

* Welcoming and Greeting expenses include photo directories which have been completed. 

* Worship-Sound expenses were for microphones, over-ear mics and monitors. 

* EYC expenses reflect tickets for the upcoming Chris Tomlin concert.  

* The Total Checking Account amount reflects about $22,000.00 of pledges that were pre-paid 
for the year. 

 
Rector’s Report 

*  Vestry members are again asked to sign up for Prayer Vigil the night of Maundy Thursday. 
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* Covenant Players will perform during Maundy Thursday service. Volunteers are asked to 
arrive at 6:00 PM to rehearse moving the stages. 

* Calvary Episcopal Preparatory play tickets go on sale April 10 at 9:00 AM. 

* Calvary Connection Weekend will be May 10 and 11.  

* A brochure about Calvary Episcopal Preparatory’s proposed garden project on school grounds. 
was circulated. This was for information only and did not require vestry approval.  

* A Newcomer Reception will be held at Fr. Paul Wehner’s house on May 19.  Fr. Paul asked for 
volunteers to attend and bring appetizers or dessert. 

* The Episcopal Church Women sent an invoice requesting a donation of $721.00 from the 
parish.  Betty Best made a motion to contribute $200.00 to them. Angela Cooley seconded, 
and the motion carried. 

 
Associate Priest’s Report 

*  The Episcopal Health Foundation will present the In Common 2019 workshop May 10-11 in 
Houston with training in Approaches to Community Engagement, Bridges Out of Poverty, and 
Mental Health First Aid. This is the same weekend as Calvary Connection.  The next 
workshop will be in Tyler Texas, with information at http://bit.ly/incommontyler .  

 
Sr. Warden Report 

*  Fr. Paul Wehner and Amber Zentis met with the Canon to the Ordinary and the Diocesan 
Transition Minister 4/09/2019 regarding initiation of search process for the next rector. 

Calvary’s good health as a church was discussed. Amber requested a timeline for the process, 
which the Diocese will prepare in the next weeks, and Calvary was provided an understanding 
of the general steps the church will follow.  

* Parish Pentecost Picnic:  Since this picnic June 9 will also be Calvary’s farewell to Fr. Paul, it 
was decided to cater the event for a projected 250 attendees so that all Calvary members 
would be free to socialize with him without food preparation responsibilities. The picnic food 
will be in the Family Life Center, with seating and games outside.  Fr. Paul has requested a 
memory book, for which Calvary members are invited to submit photographs/ memories.  

 
Jr. Warden Report 

*  Roof repairs: Duran Roofing’s bid was $8,500.00 for the comfort room/ bride’s room roof, 
$9,200.00 to fix the metal roof over the youth building and $3,600.00 to fix the rotting fascia 
boards in the school building. The Jr. Warden and sexton will purchase supplies and repair 
the metal roof themselves, and have done part of the repairs (louver vents in the school 
gables) so will ask Duran for a revised estimate for that job. 

* At the Town Hall meeting, Calvary Episcopal Church opposed the “Olde Town” designation of 
the property at Union and Austin because this would enable the property to become 
commercial, which would increase traffic and compromise parking space; additionally, Calvary 
would have no control over what type of business would be conducted there. 

* Spring cleaning day will be April 13, and Calvary members are encouraged to help. 

* Oscar Lozano has researched freezers online and is looking at locally available freezers to 
select one that meets specifications and fits the available space. 

 
Committee Reports 

*  Outreach: The quarterly report was reviewed.  The House for Hearts Harvey renovation 
project has acquired a dumpster, and a youth group from Topeka Kansas cleaned up the 
property.  Rosenberg Housing Authority has paid a flooring company to lay flooring, and Betty 
Best is coordination furniture donations.  The project is anticipated to be completed by the end 
of April.  Preston Street garden had a productive spring work day.  Prayers are requested for 
Kate Brewer who sustained an injury.  The EYC volunteered at and toured Helping Hands in 

http://bit.ly/incommontyler
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February. The next Kairos Closing Ceremony will be held Sunday, June 9 at the Carol Vance 
Unit at 4:00 PM. Applications to participate will be due by May 8.  The blood drive for 
Calvary’s first quarter yielded 23 donors saving 69 lives. The next one will be April 28. 
Christmas Adopt-A-Family collects teddy bears year round but they need to be huggable and 
in great shape. Laundry Love has assisted an average of 15 families, washing and drying over 
100 loads of laundry.  

* Membership:  Rev. Lisa Hines, Canon for Wellness and Pastoral Care, will make a 
presentation on Four Elements of Discernment May 2 at 9:30 AM in Calvary’s conference 
room. Calvary Connection Weekend will be May 10-11.  Vestry is encouraged to invite people 
to this event. Welcome Party for new visitors will be May 19. Vestry volunteers are requested. 
Supper Club is tentatively scheduled for May 3, but more information will be in the bulletin.  

 
New Business 
*  None.  
 
Old Business 
*  Ideal Impact proposal:  Ideal Impact made the changes to the contract as requested by Bill 
Daw, Chancellor for Calvary Episcopal Church. Frank Lemkowitz and Don Whitehead were 
asked to contact customers of Ideal Impact to determine their level of satisfaction with Ideal 
Impact.  Overall, other churches such as St. Cuthbert and 1st Baptist Church of Deer Park have 
expressed satisfaction with cost savings to their churches.  There are considerations to include 
additional post-contract costs such as ongoing payments for monitoring equipment to offset 
software upgrades, and the need to log in all meetings, as well as special needs of certain areas 
such as the Calvary Episcopal Preparatory library, and the vicinity of the organ and piano.  It 
was noted that Calvarys organ pipes have their own designated compressor to maintain 
acceptable temperature range.  After this discussion, the vestry agreed to sign the contract.  
 
The vestry said a closing prayer. 
 
At 8:41 PM, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Submitted by /  David Taylor, Clerk 


